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Election Day Holiday and Paid Time Off to Vote
No updates required since April 9, 2024

Background
A common barrier for voters casting their ballots in-person or returning absentee ballots is getting time
away from their jobs. There is no federal law that requires voters be provided time off to cast their
ballot, so that policy choice is left up to the states. Policymakers have taken two approaches to solve this
issue: making Election Day a public holiday or requiring employers to provide paid time off for voting.
Note that these policies typically apply to general elections in even numbered years.

Scoring
e State has Election Day as a public holiday, % point

e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday, 0 points
e State has law requiring employers to provide paid time off for voting, % point

e State does not have law requiring employers to provide paid time off for voting, 0 points

Summary Table

Category Number List
State has Hawaii
Election Day as lllinois
a holiday & Maryland
requires New York
employers to > states West Virginia
provide paid
time off for
voting

State has Delaware
Election Day as Indiana

a holiday & Kentucky
does not Louisiana
require 9 states Michigan
employers to Montana
provide paid New Jersey
time off for Rhode Island
voting Virginia
. Alaska
State requires .
employers to Arizona
. . California
provide paid
. Colorado
time off for
. 17 states lowa
voting & does
Kansas

not have .

. Minnesota
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a holiday Missouri
Nebraska
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Nevada
New Mexico
Oklahoma
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Wyoming

State does not
have Election
Day as a
holiday & does
not require
employers to
provide time
off for voting

19 states &
D.C.

Alabama
Arkansas
Connecticut
D.C.
Florida
Georgia
Idaho
Maine
Massachusetts
Mississippi
New Hampshire
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
South Carolina
Vermont
Washington
Wisconsin
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State-by-State Sources and More Detail
Alabama (0)

e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State does not require paid time off for voting.
Alaska (1/2)

e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off for voting (Alaska Stat. §15.56.100).

Arizona (1/2)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off for voting (Ariz. Rev. Stat. § 16-402).

Arkansas (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off for voting.
California (1/2)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off for voting (Cal. Elec. Code § 14000).

Colorado (1/2)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off for voting (Colo. Rev. Stat. § 1-7-102).

Connecticut (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off for voting.
Delaware (1/2)
e State has Election Day as a public holiday (1 Del. C. § 501).

e State does not require paid time off for voting.
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https://casetext.com/statute/alaska-statutes/title-15-elections/chapter-1556-election-offenses-corrupt-practices-and-penalties/section-1556100-refusal-to-allow-employees-time-off
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/16/00402.htm
https://codes.findlaw.com/ca/elections-code/elec-sect-14000/
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/info_center/laws/Title1/Title1Article7.html
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title1/c005/index.html
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D.C. (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off for voting.
Florida (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off for voting.
Georgia (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off for voting.
Hawaii (1)

e State has Election Day as a public holiday (Hawaii Department of Human Resources).

e State requires paid time off for voting (Haw. Rev. Stat. § 11-95).

Idaho (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off for voting.
Illinois (1)

e State has Election Day as a public holiday (10 ILCS 5/2A-1.1c).

e State requires paid time off for voting (10 Ill. Comp. Stat. §§ 5/7-42; 5/17-15).

Indiana (1/2)

e State has Election Day as a public holiday (Indiana Office of the Governor).

e State does not require paid time off for voting.
lowa (1/2)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off for voting (lowa Code § 49.109).

Kansas (1/2)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off for voting (Kan. Stat. Ann § 25-418).
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https://dhrd.hawaii.gov/state-observed-holidays/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0011/HRS_0011-.htm
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/001000050K2A-1.1.htm
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/001000050K7-42.htm
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=001000050K17-15
https://www.in.gov/spd/files/2020-Holidays-memorandum.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/49.109.pdf
https://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch25/025_004_0018.html
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Kentucky (1/2)

e State has Election Day as a public holiday (Ky. Rev. Stat. § 2.190).

e State does not require paid time off for voting.
Louisiana (1/2)

e State has Election Day as a public holiday (Louisiana Public Service Commission).

e State does not require paid time off for voting.
Maine (0)

e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State does not require paid time off for voting.
Maryland (1)

e State has Election Day as a public holiday (Maryland Public Archives).

e State requires paid time off for voting (Md. Code Art. 33 § 10-315).

Massachusetts (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off for voting.
Michigan (1/2)

e State has Election Day as a public holiday (State of Michigan).

e State does not require paid time off for voting.
Minnesota (1/2)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off for voting (Minn. Stat. Ann. § 204C.04).

Mississippi (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off for voting.
Missouri (1/2)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off for voting (Mo. Rev. Stat § 115.639).
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https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=61#:%7E:text=Presidential%20election%20day.-,The%20Tuesday%20after%20the%20first%20Monday%20in%20November%20in%20Presidential,compensatory%20pay%20or%20time%20off.
http://www.lpsc.louisiana.gov/DNCHolidays.aspx
https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/01glance/html/holidaye.html
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gel&section=10-315&enactments=false#:%7E:text=%C2%A710%E2%80%93315.,that%20the%20polls%20are%20open.
https://www.michigan.gov/som/0,4669,7-192-29938-90605--,00.html
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/204C.04
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=115.639
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Montana (1/2)

e State has Election Day as a public holiday (Montana Code § 1-1-216).

e State does not require paid time off to vote.
Nebraska (1/2)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off to vote (Neb. Rev. Stat. § 32-922).

Nevada (1/2)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off to vote (Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann § 293.463).

New Hampshire (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off to vote.

New Jersey (1/2)

e State has Election Day as a public holiday (State of New Jersey)

e State does not require paid time off to vote.
New Mexico (1/2)

e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off to vote (N.M. Stat. Ann. § 1-12-42).
New York (1)

e State has Election Day as a public holiday (New York Court System).

e State requires paid time off to vote (N.Y. Elec. Law § 3-110).

North Carolina (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off to vote.

North Dakota (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State does not require paid time off to vote.
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https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0010/chapter_0010/part_0020/section_0160/0010-0010-0020-0160.html
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=32-922
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-293.html
https://www.nj.gov/nj/about/facts/holidays/
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-mexico/2021/chapter-1/article-12/section-1-12-42/
https://ww2.nycourts.gov/Admin/holidayschedule.shtml
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/ELN/3-110
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Ohio (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off to vote.
Oklahoma (1/2)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off to vote (Okla. Stat. Ann. tit. 26, § 7-101).

Oregon (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off to vote.
Pennsylvania (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off to vote.
Rhode Island (1/2)

e State has Election Day as a public holiday (Rhode Island Secretary of State).

e State does not require paid time off to vote.

South Carolina (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off to vote.

South Dakota (1/2)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State requires paid time off to vote.

Tennessee (1/2)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off to vote (Tenn. Code Ann. § 2-1-106).

Texas (1/2)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off to vote (Tex. Elec. Code Ann. § 276.004).
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https://oklahoma.gov/elections/voters/time-off-for-voting.html
https://www.sos.ri.gov/divisions/civics-and-education/reference-desk/ri-state-holidays
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2010/title-2/chapter-1/2-1-106
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/EL/htm/EL.276.htm
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Utah (1/2)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off to vote (Utah Code Ann. § 20A-3-103).

Vermont (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off to vote.
Virginia (1/2)

e State has Election Day as a public holiday (Va. Code § 2.2-3300).

e State does not require paid time off to vote.
Washington (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off to vote.
West Virginia (1)

e State has Election Day as a public holiday (W.V. Code §2-2-1).

e State requires paid time off to vote (W. Va. Code § 3-1-42).

Wisconsin (0)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.
e State does not require paid time off to vote.
Wyoming (1/2)
e State does not have Election Day as a public holiday.

e State requires paid time off to vote (Wyo. Stat. § 22-2-111).

Democracy Map & Additional Resources
e See our Democracy Map, Election Day Holiday & Paid Time Off to Vote, which is updated in real
time.
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https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title20A/Chapter3A/20A-3a-S103.html#:%7E:text=Title%2020A%20Chapter%203a%20Part%201%20Section%20103,-%3C%3C%20Previous%20Section%20(&text=Age%20requirements%20for%20primary%20elections,%2Dyear%2Dolds%20may%20vote.&text=20A%2D3a%2D103.,%2Dyear%2Dolds%20may%20vote.&text=the%20individual%20otherwise%20complies%20with,vote%20in%20the%20primary%20election.
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title2.2/chapter33/section2.2-3300/#:%7E:text=Legal%20holidays.,for%20the%20people%20of%20Virginia.
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/email/2-2/#:%7E:text=%C2%A72%2D2%2D1.,official%20acts%20or%20court%20proceedings.&text=(15)%20Any%20day%20proclaimed%20or,of%20business%2C%20is%20a%20holiday.
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/3-1-42/#:%7E:text=of%20election%20officials.-,%C2%A73%2D1%2D42.,Disposition%20of%20miscellaneous%20election%20papers.
https://wyoleg.gov/statutes/compress/title22.pdf
https://www.mapresearch.org/democracy-maps/election_day_holiday_paid_time_off_to_vote
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