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Risk Limiting Audits Required 

No updates required since April 17, 2024 

Background 

Risk Limiting audits are a form of post-election audits that use statistical methods to analyze random 
samples of ballots and verify the accuracy of election results. In a risk limiting audit, the size of the 
random ballot sample is increased until there is statistical and objective confidence in the election 
results. Note: In 2020 and 2021, partisan officials hired unqualified individuals to conduct improper 

ballot reviews in states like Arizona in an effort to undermine trust in state voting systems and election 
officials. These efforts, which compromised the integrity of both ballots and voting machines, should not 
be characterized as audits, as they were designed and undertaken for illegitimate purposes. Some states 

require risk limiting audits through statute, while others allow the audits or have a pilot program. 

Scoring         

• State conducts risk limiting audits, 1 point 

• State does not conduct risk limiting audits, 0 points   

 

Summary Table 

Category Number List 

State conducts 
risk-limi�ng 

audits 
13 states 

California 
Colorado 
Georgia 
Indiana 

Michigan 
Nevada 

New Jersey 
Ohio 

Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 

Virginia 
Washington 

 

State does not 
conduct risk-

limi�ng audits 

37 states & 
D.C. 

Alabama 
Alaska 

Arizona 
Arkansas 

Connec�cut 
Delaware 

D.C. 
Florida 
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Hawaii 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Iowa 

Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 

Maine 
Maryland 

Massachusets 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 

Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 

New Hampshire 
New Mexico 

New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 

Oklahoma 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 

Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 

Vermont 
West Virginia 

Wisconsin 
Wyoming 
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State-by-State Sources and More Detail 
 

Alabama (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Alaska (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Arizona (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Arkansas (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

California (1)      

• State allows risk-limiting audits (Cal. Elec. Code §15367). 

Colorado (1)      

• State requires risk-limiting audits (C.R.S. §1-7-515). 

Connecticut (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Delaware (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

D.C. (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Florida (0)      

• State has no applicable law.  

Georgia (1)      

• State has implemented a risk-limiting audit pilot program (Ga. Code § 21-2-498). 

Hawaii (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

 

http://www.mapresearch.org/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/administration/regulations/current-regulations/elections/risk-limiting-audits
https://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/info_center/laws/Title1/Title1Article7.html
https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-georgia/title-21-elections/chapter-2-elections-and-primaries-generally/article-12-returns/section-21-2-498-precertification-tabulation-audits
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Idaho (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Illinois (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Indiana (1)      

• State has implemented a risk-limiting audit pilot program (IC 3-12-13). 

Iowa (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Kansas (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Kentucky (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Louisiana (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Maine (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Maryland (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Massachusetts (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Michigan (1)      

• State has implemented a risk-limiting audit pilot program (Michigan Secretary of State). 

Minnesota (0)      

• State has no applicable law.  

Mississippi (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   
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https://casetext.com/statute/indiana-code/title-3-elections/article-12-ascertaining-results-of-elections/chapter-13-risk-limiting-audits/section-3-12-13-4-designation-of-counties-as-post-election-audit-counties
https://www.michigan.gov/som/0,4669,7-192-47796-549191--,00.html
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Missouri (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Montana (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Nebraska (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Nevada (1)      

• State requires risk-limiting audits (NV Rev. Stat. §293.394). 

New Hampshire (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

New Jersey (1)      

• State has implemented a risk-limiting audit pilot program (New Jersey Department of State).  

New Mexico (0)      

• State has no applicable law. 

New York (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

North Carolina (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

North Dakota (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Ohio (1)      

• State allows the use of risk-limiting audits (Ohio Election Official Manual).   

Oklahoma (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Oregon (1)      

• State allows the use of risk-limiting audits (O.R.S. §254.532). 

 

http://www.mapresearch.org/
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-293.html
https://nj.gov/state/press-2019-0308.shtml
https://www.ohiosos.gov/globalassets/elections/directives/2019/dir2019-11_eom.pdf?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=pmd_cc3a220342bcbae8bcb76cfd251b671eda5ac55b-1627596615-0-gqNtZGzNAk2jcnBszQk6
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_254.532
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Pennsylvania (1)      

• State currently conducts risk-limiting audits (Pennsylvania Department of State).  

Rhode Island (1)      

• State requires risk-limiting audits (R.I. Gen. Laws § 17-19-37.4).  

South Carolina (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

South Dakota (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Tennessee (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Texas (0)      

• State has no applicable law.     

Utah (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Vermont (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Virginia (1)      

• State requires risk-limiting audits (Va. Code § 24.2-671.1). 

Washington (1)      

• State allows risk-limiting audits (RCW 29A.60.185). 

West Virginia (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Wisconsin (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

Wyoming (0)      

• State has no applicable law.   

http://www.mapresearch.org/
https://www.vote.pa.gov/About-Elections/Pages/Post-Election-Audits.aspx
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE17/17-19/17-19-37.4.HTM
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title24.2/chapter6/section24.2-671/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.60.185
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